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The art of
writing

Joyner
makes
history

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – Author Tracy Darity was born
and raised in St. Petersburg.
Her love for the written
word began as a small child
when she began devouring
books as if they were cupcakes, and in her teen years
she began journaling and
writing short stories as a
hobby. Now, with three titles
under her belt, she has
agreed to open up about the
writing industry.
With sales totaling over
10,000 copies, Darity revealed that she was motivated to put a serious effort
into her writings after attending the 1997 Essence
Festival in New Orleans. It
was there she heard talk
show host Tavis Smiley say:
“We all have a God given talent but if you don’t have the
desire to define, develop,
and deliver your talent, you
will always be in the audience and never on stage.”
She returned home, put
pen to paper and hasn’t
looked back. Even when she
couldn’t find a publishing
house to take chance on a
first time novelist, Darity
knew she wanted to get out of
the audience and onto the
stage. She decided that selfpublishing was the best way
to get works out to the public.
“Marketing and the industry has changed and the
See WRITING, page 5

The community came out to the rededication ceremony Sat., June 8.



BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
It’s a beautiful Saturday
morning and the staff and
board members of Happy
Workers Learning Center
work tirelessly to ensure
that their Dr. MLK Jr.
Family and Community
Wellness Center rededication and blessing ceremony goes off without a
hitch.
“This occasion is the

occasion that everybody
needed to be out of bed
for this morning,” Board
President and Chief
Executive Officer Maria
Scruggs declared as she
looked out among a gathof
consisting
ering
friends, family and local
politicians.
With monies from the
MLK Day of Service
grant and contributions
from the community,
board members, staff and
parents created a fantastic

renovation of the community and wellness center.
Workers cleaned house
by throwing away old furniture and sprucing up
the facility from top to bottom. New flooring, paint
and minor construction
were also completed to revamp the MLK building.
“This is what the team
did in three months,”
Scruggs exclaimed to the
gathered crowd as they
pointed out the many differences to the building.

“It was a lot of work.”
Established in 1929 by
Willie Lee McAdams, the
wife of a local Presbyterian minister, Happy
Workers Children’s Center, located at 920 19th St.
S., has always been
known for developing excellence while giving children a place to learn off
the streets.
Dedicated to upholding the Happy Worker tradition of academics while
See WORKERS page 3

Senior Master Sergeant Spears retires
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

Tracy Darity

ST. PETERSBURG –
Raise your hand, how
many people do you
know that can fly a plane?
Some hands may go up.
Well, how many people
do you know that have
flown Air Force One and
Air Force Two with presidents and heads of states
as passengers? That’s

TALLAHASSEE – Senator Arthenia Joyner (DTampa) was recently
designated as the Leader
of the Senate Democratic
Caucus for the 2014-16 legislative term. She will be
only the second woman
and the first black woman
to ever ser ve in the position.
“I’m ver y proud of the
confidence my fellow Senate Democrats have placed
in me,” said Joyner. “It’s an
honor to be named the
designated leader of such
a hardworking, motivated
group of individuals. All of
us are determined to do
our best for the people of
Florida.”
An attorney, Joyner
was first elected to the
Senate in 2006 and served
as Minority Leader Pro
Tempore in the 2010-12
legislative term. The
Tampa Democrat also
ser ved in the Florida
House of Representatives
from 2000-06.
her
Throughout
decades of public service,
she has been internationally recognized as a tireless advocate for human
and civil rights, including a
1995 appointment by President Bill Clinton as a
member of the United
States Delegation for the
United Nations 4th World
Conference on Women
held in Beijing, China.
Also, she was the second woman to ser ve as
president of the National
Bar Association and the renumerous
of
cipient
awards and recognitions
See JOYNER, page 2

right, everyone put your
hands down; unless, of
course, you are privileged to know Senior
Master Sergeant Veronica F. Spears.
Senior Master Sgt.
Spears was given honor
for an exemplary career
that spanned 26 years at a
retirement
ceremony
from the United States
See RETIRE, page 12

Senior Master Sergeant Veronica F. Spears

Senator Arthenia Joyner
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COMMUNITY NEWS
2013 Juneteenth celebration
ST. PETERSBURG —
The Midtown Celebrity
Club is proud to bring the
Juneteenth Freedom Day
back to the community this
year celebrating the 150th
year of the signing of the
Emancipation Proclamation.
The public is invited to
come out and partake in
this great historical celebration on June 29 from 11-4
p.m. at Campbell Park in St.
Petersburg. There will be
games for both adults and
children such as chess,
checkers and Scrabble

tournaments with great
prizes for all the winners.
There will be numerous
entertainers performing
with a guest appearance by
the Mt. Zion Marching
Band and new rap artist
Will Brazan.
Vendors will be on hand
for resources such as AAA,
Neighborly Senior Services, Black Nurses Association,
Pinellas
Health
Department and other food
vendors.
Everyone will be lined
up for the best sweet potato
pie contest, and the winner

will take home a $50 gift
certificate and a great trophy.
They are still in need of
vendors, entertainers and
volunteers. There will be
door prizes and other opportunities to win gifts.
A thank you goes out to
the City of St. Petersburg
and the St. Petersburg
Dream Center for their assistance with making this
event a success. For more
info, email Paulette Jones at
missmidtown2010@yahoo.
com or call 727-565-6094.



BY PEARL AND MEL SHAW

How do you set your annual
fundraising goal?
We were recently asked what we
thought about setting a fundraising goal
for fiscal year 2014 by simply adding 10
percent to the 2013 goal. Good question. And of course we had questions of
our own. The first of which was “did the
nonprofit meet its 2013 goal?” The answer – and the reasons why – will be important to take into consideration when
setting a goal for 2014.
Here are a few other things to take
into consideration. What are the organization’s financial needs and how will
these fluctuate based on changes in projected operating expenses and program
costs? For some organizations the
fundraising goal is set based on projected revenue from earned income,
multi-year grants and other “secured”
funding streams. These numbers are
subtracted from the nonprofit’s expenses and the balance becomes the
fundraising goal. That is one way to determine a goal, but it may or may not be
a goal that can be met.
The time and attention paid to setting the goal can impact the extent to
which you can meet it. Here are a few
things to consider when creating a
fundraising goal. Were there any unusual large gifts in 2013 that may not be
repeated in 2014? (In order to sustain
2013 giving levels you will need to determine how these can be replaced if
you believe they were one time gifts.)
How many donors give annually, and
how much do they give? What is your
“donor attrition rate” – how many people who give one year don’t give the following year? (Knowing the attrition rate
can help inform how many new gifts
you need to maintain at prior year’s

level.) Who are the prospective donors
you have identified? What is the likelihood they will give in the coming year?
What has been your organization’s
track record in turning prospective
donors into actual donors? How many
donors increase their giving year over
year.
Other issues to consider include,
who will ensure your special events
meet their revenue projections? Has
event revenue been growing or declining? Who will solicit corporate sponsors
and underwriters? Can your marketing
team create awareness that drives giving? Who will ensure that direct mail
and/or e-giving campaigns are produced on schedule? Which of the foundations that have provided support in
the past might make a grant in 2014?
Have you identified new sources of
foundation or corporate support? Who
will solicit these?
Finally, review your fundraising goal
against your capacity. Consider how
fundraising volunteers can positively
impact (increase) funds raised. Compare the number of staff, board members and volunteers against what needs
to be accomplished. Last but not least,
compare 2013 fundraising revenue
against 2014 projections. We believe
that taking all of the above into account
is a better way to determine a fundraising goal. What are your experiences?
Copyright 2013 – Mel and Pearl
Shaw
Mel and Pearl Shaw are the authors
of “Prerequisites for Fundraising Success.” They position nonprofits for
fundraising success. Visit them at
www.saadandshaw.com.

Joyner is new Leader of the Senate Democratic Caucus
From JOYNER, page 1

for her work as an attorney and a lawmaker.
A lifelong resident of the Sunshine
State, Joyner received both her undergraduate and law degrees from Florida

A&M University in Tallahassee. She is
the longest practicing black female attorney in the histor y of the state of
Florida.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Rededication and blessing ceremony of the Dr. MLK Jr. Family and Community Wellness Center
From WORKERS , page 1

bringing them into the 21st
Century, Scruggs took to
reworking the board to
work smart, by enlisting
community members with
a “get it done” mentality.
“We’ve got to start the
discussion,”
discussed
Scruggs as she repeatedly
spoke of the need for the
community to get involved
in the lives of each and
every child from the very
early ages. “We’ve got to
begin to demonstrate academic excellence.”
The acronym SMART,
used to describe the new
members of the board,
stands for Strategic thinking, Measuring outcomes,
Accountability, Respectfulness of differences and
Teamwork. And Scruggs
was not shy in informing
the crowd of just how the
board plans to implement
their new mission.
“It has kept its focus on
the children,” explained
guest speaker Reverend
Wayne Thompson of First
Institutional
Baptist
Church. “Children are a
priority and as a people we
will continue to fail if we
don’t make children our
priority.”
Rev. Thompson was referring to the achievement
gap between black and
white children, especially
those in south Pinellas
County. And Scruggs and
the Happy Workers board
vowed to create strategies
that will work on behalf of
the community while monitoring their decisions for
success and areas that
need tweaking. The preschool strives to become

accountable to themselves,
to better serve the black
community by laying the
proper foundation for the
children attending their
school.
“It is no longer acceptable just to have babysitting services occurring in
early childhood education,” Scruggs declared
speaking of how preschool
aged children need to be
immersed in a learning
culture in order to compete in today’s global society. “We’ve got to step it up
folks and that’s the discussion that Happy Workers
has been having.”
Dedicated to closing
the achievement gap,
Scruggs along with her
SMART board, plan to get
going early by incorporating curriculum standards
for the preschool and building a solid foundation for
each child to succeed. Foreign language also will be
part of the curriculum in an
effort to give students a
jump up in learning and the
new expectations of businesses all over the world.
James Robinson, once a
student at Happy Workers,
represents one arm of its
SMART board. Joining
within the last few months,
Robinson has volunteered
his time helping to implement the technology aspect of the curriculum at
the school.
“It was natural for me to
come back and volunteer,”
stated Robinson as he recalled fond memories of
his childhood experiences
at the school while bringing home the mission for

The Mighty Sons of Zion perform.

SMART Board members
its future. “The only way
we can be global is to tap
into the technical side of

our culture. Those babies
you see, that’s our future.”
But
Scruggs,
her

SMART board, and Rev.
Thompson know it will
take more than just some

fresh paint and revamped
curriculum to close the gap
in education for black children in Pinellas County.
They know it is about instilling community values
and working together as a
team.
“What we had here was
community. When community could speak to each
other and speak to each
other’s children,” Rev.
Thompson explained as he
discussed the separation
he feels permeates in the
black
neighborhoods
Pinellas.
throughout
“That’s what we’re missing
now.”
And with improvements to the Dr. King
building, Happy Workers
hopes it will become a center for the community to interact and become involved
with for another 85 years.
Reverends Dr. Vikki
Gaskin Butler and Thompson gave the blessings for
the building.
The rededication ceremony also served as a
fundraiser to continue the
improvements and ultimate
rebuilding of the Happy
Worker’s campus. They are
hoping to attract at least
2,500 Pinellas County residents and supporters from
around the globe who will
contribute $20 to the continued improvements of
the center.
Checks can be made
out to Happy Workers
Learning Center, Inc. and
sent to 920 19th St. S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712.
In the memo line, please
put “Rededication and
Blessing Ceremony.”

America’s First 1 Legends, Inc. invites you to come out and play in the best local tournament of
the year at the beautiful Pasadena Country Club located at 6300 Pasadena Point Blvd., Gulfport.
The purpose of this tournament is to help African-American golfers advance toward
qualifying for the PGA, golf academy school and/or college scholarships.

There will be 5 flights so
everyone entered has a
chance to win a trophy:
Two Regular Flights
(ages 65 and under)
One Mixed Flight
(ladies and men – any age)
Senior Flight
(age 65 to 74 years old)
One Super Senior Flight
(over 75 years)

Registration is 11 a.m. to 12:45 p.m.
The deadline for registration is July 8, 2013
Entry fee is $100
Those who attend will have the
chance to meet Charles Owens, the
first PGA Pro to design and use the
long putter on tour.
Kids from the First Tee of Tampa Bay
will perform a golfing exhibition.
Buffet lunch after the tournament
Come on out and help us advance
the level of African-American golf.

Checks can be mailed to:
Alfred B. Williams (Tournament Organizer)
2601 Queen St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home 727-823-2864 • Cell 727-254-0805
Don Franklin (Tournament Director)
2925 35th Terrace S.
St. Petersburg, FL 3371
Home 727-867-5902 • Cell 727-688-6840
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Caleb: A week camp
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

Leadership development is on full display starting the first week of Caleb’s Motivational Camp. Campers from various ares came to St. Petersburg to participate.
Here is a brief caption of the first week.

“I’m producing at the radio station WRXB,” said Patrick Wilson,
8th grader, Bay Point Middle School.

“I’m writing my vision and making a
vision board for my life,” said Kenneth
Burnett, 7th grader, Rucker Stewart
Middle school, Gallatin, Tenn.

Sitting in the director’s chair at
Channel 10 News, Micah Friend,
7th grader, Madeira Beach
Fundamental

Caleb’s Camp news crew.

Getting the cameras ready at
Channel 10 News station,
Kendall Matthews, 7th grader,
Pierce Middle School, Tampa.

Art display of a water color painting.

The NAACP,
The Weekly Challenger and
Bay Tech Label proudly sponsors
a Mayor’s Candidate Forum

Mayor Bill Foster

Rick Kriseman,
former St. Petersburg
City Councilmember

Kathleen Ford,
former St. Petersburg
City Councilmember

Date:
June 27, 2013
Time:
7:30 p.m.
Location: Suncoast Hospice,
3050 1st Ave. S., St. Petersburg
Moderator: Attorney Michelle Ligon
Two challengers for mayor will take on incumbent
Bill Foster on June 27 at the first mayoral debate
of the campaign season.
Mayoral candidates will discuss their thoughts on
the future of St. Petersburg and will also
answer questions.
The primary election will be held August 27;
the top two finishers will then advance
to the general election on November 5.
For media access and further information,
please contact Mike Lewis at 813-770-3779.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Self-publish to get your work there

 


From WRITING, page 1

stigma is gone. People will
embrace you,” she said
speaking of the prevalence
of self-publishing.
Her first novel “He
Loves Me, He loves Me
Not” is a story that follows
the loves of one woman and
how each man shaped her
life. The second book,
“Love…Like
Snow
in
Florida On a Hot Summer
Day,” is a story of adulterous betrayal delivered with
a wickedly surprise ending,
and “The Red Bear Society,”
her third novel, examines
the impact of the HIV/AIDS
crisis and how the characters all learn to face the disease with courage and
heart wrenching truths.
She is currently working
on a new novel that will be
entitled “The House of
Jezebel.” Because she is in
the beginning of the project,
she won’t reveal too much,
but the readers can expect
an explosive look into the
secret lives of mega preachers when all goes awry.
Look for it in early 2014.
For those of you out
there with a great idea but
can’t seem to make a cohesive story out of your
thoughts, Darity explains
that a recipe for a good book
should contain the ingredients of “an interesting plot,

characters that the readers
can either love or hate and
an ending that brings all
conflicts to resolution.”
She feels that a writer
should deliver a work to
their audience that is “well
crafted, thought provoking,
well written and serves a
purpose.”
And she’s not just saying
that either, she practices
what she preaches. Darity
was recognized for her work
as a writer with the Multicultural Literature Advocacy
Group, Best New Fiction
Author Award in 2009.
One of the most important aspects writers must
learn is the business side of
writing. It is the marketing
of the book that could produce its success or failure.
“Understand that writing is
the easy part, selling is the
hardest part,” Darity emphasized. She favors social
media, e-blasts and attending regional festivals as a
pathway to marketing a
book.
You can catch Darity out
at different functions such
as the American Business
Womens Association Annual Banquet where she
was a speaker; she’s been a
featured author at readings
given at Delta Sigma Theta
Arts & Letters 2012 and at

 


Courtesy of

the 2012 National Coalition
of 100 Black Women
(Tampa Bay Chapter).
Recently, Darity has
taken up the challenge of
HIV/AIDS awareness in the
community. At her church,
Mt. Zion Progressive, where
she is the membership base
administrator, she and Pastor Ayakao Watkins will be
facilitating the conference
“Ignorance to HIV is Not
Holy” on June 26 at 6 p.m.
Located at 955 20th St.
S., the conference held at

Mt. Zion will feature breakout sessions for both teens
and adults, and they are encouraging the community to
attend and witness powerful
personal testimonies of infected people and to receive
lifesaving medical information. There will also be independent HIV/AIDS testing
on site.
Read more about the
conference in Tracy Darity’s
article on page 9. To pick up
one of her books, log on to
www.tracyldarity.com.

We were seeing double
In the June 6, 2013 issue of The Weekly Challenger, we
printed a photograph of Kevin Hartzog Sr. but erroniously
labled it Kevin Hartzog, Jr. That photo appears here on
the left.
The image here on the right is the correct photograph
of Kevin Hartzog, Jr. and was taken as part of the graduating class of 2013.
We apologize for this mix-up and hope that this clears
up any confusion for all parties involved.
Kevin Hartzog, Sr.

Kevin Hartzog, Jr.

Youth Utilizing Concepts in Math & Science (YUCS)
Where: Enoch D. Davis Center, 1111 18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg
What is YUCS: A structured program designed to promote the development of an appreciation of science, math and
technology. The goal of this program is to introduce math and science concepts in a fun and engaging way to young people who
have a growing interest in science and math. Every summer, we pick one or two topics that involve math or science concepts.
Previous topics have included: electrical circuits, rockets, renewable energy, astronomy, physics, biology and robotics.
Who is eligible: Middle school students. The program is intended for children who are in or about to
leave middle school (Grades 5 – 9). The program will purchase the City ‘Advantage’ card for each participant
who attends at least 50 percent of the sessions.
When: Saturdays, 9:15 AM – 12:30 PM
Session I – June 15; Session II – June 22; Session III – June 29; Holiday Break – July 6 (No Session);
Session IV – July 13; Session V – July 20; Session VI – July 27; Field Trip – TBA
Price: FREE • Topic: Robotics
How to apply: Applications available at Enoch Davis Center Front Desk.
Only 30 students accepted. First come - first served.
Sponsors: Honeywell Corp. Foundation and Minority Engineers of Honeywell

For more Information: Call 727-893-7134
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LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

 










 





 
 



 

Email resume to
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Figuring It Out for the Child
The Figuring It Out for
the Child program helps
unmarried African-American moms and dads expecting their first baby
together learn about communication and teamwork
in south St. Petersburg.
The aim is to promote
young fathers’ involvement in the lives of their
children, whether they
stay romantically involved
with their child’s mother
or not.
Meetings are led by
experienced community
mentors. The goal of the
project is to help new parents work cooperatively
and together both before

and after their baby is
born. Up to $350 in gift
cards for program participation & interviews, transportation available, and
sessions are at your convenience at Mt. Zion
Human Services.
To qualify for the program:
- One or both parents
must be African-American
- Both mom and dad
must participate
- The baby has not yet
been born
- The parents are having their first baby together (although they
may have other children
from prior relationships)

If you or others wish
for further information,
the project website is:
http://www.usfsp.edu/fsc
/research/figuring-it-outfor-the-child/

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access

Reverend Edward Vernon Leftwich Jr.
has gone home
ST. PETERSBURG —
Following a brief, intense
illness, Reverend Edward
Vernon Leftwich Jr. died at
his home in St. Petersburg,
on Father’s Day, June 16.
He was attended in his journey to his next dimension
by his children - Edward
III; Tienne Leftwich Callender; Cathryn Perry; and
Rebecca Perry-Glicksteinhis grandsons: Avery,
Hunter and James Edward;
sister Delores Beck; a
brother Robert Turnquest;
his wife of 31 years, Dr.
Yvonne Scruggs-Leftwich;
niece Gypsy C. Gallardo
and other close relatives.
Until his recent illness,
“Rev. Ed” Leftwich served
as Community Director
for the Telesis-operated
Bradenton Village, and as a
Board Member of the
Bradenton Community Renewal Agency in Florida.
He also served as Associate
Minister of the Rock of
Jesus Missionary Baptist
Church of St. Petersburg,
and as founding president
and, recently, chairmanemeritus of the Center for
Community and Economic
Justice in St. Petersburg,
which operated the Still
Standing Recovery Ministry for 10 years and the
Federally funded CCEJQuantum Opportunities
program until March 2013.
Over the 12 years of his
CCEJ leadership, 1000 plus
adult residents seeking his
inspiration and counsel
passed through the protected residential facilities
and program offices located on Central Avenue in
Midtown St. Petersburg.
Numerous high school students and their parents also
benefited from CCEJ’s efforts to provide academic
and social enrichment and
mentoring by the Leftwich’s and their CCEJQuantum staff.
A celebrated practitioner in the field of housing
and
community
development, Rev. Leftwich
pioneered waterfront and
mixed-income
development in the 1970s when he
directed the renewal of the
Strand River water front
along the Kingston, New
York banks of this Hudson
River tributary. His civic
work on that and other
community projects earned
him distinction as the Ro-

Rev. Edward Vernon Leftwich Jr.
tary Club’s Outstanding
Young Man in America.
Later, he replicated that
accomplishment through
his work in St. Petersburg,
Florida where, in 2008, he
was designated a Freedom’s Hero by WFLA-TV
News Channel 8. The Hero
Award citation was for his
“...work as a catalyst for
change and his dedication
to helping others.”
As one of the residents
stated in the television interview: “I don’t want to say
that I can’t live without him,
but I don’t want to think
about that happening.”
In 2012, Rev. Leftwich
leadership in the community development field was
recognized by the National
Alliance of Resident Services in Affordable and Assisted Housing at their 10th
Annual Convention held in
New Orleans where he was
the first recipient of the
Sustainability
Through
Partnership Award.
He was recognized for
the tangents and collaboration which he facilitated between Bradenton Village
and local public and private
agencies, including the
Public Housing Authority,
City officials, Florida State
and Manatee County institutions.
Originally from Norwalk, Conn. Rev. Leftwich’s

early career successes
were as a musician and lead
singer with “The Children
of God” and “Dreams” R&B
and Fusion Jazz groups. He
was heralded on the cover
of “Down Beat Music Magazine” as an “exciting new
voice in jazz and rock” in
1970.
While under contract
with Columbia Records, he
toured nationally as featured singer on a number
of LPs, including “Dreams”
and “Imagine My Surprise,” which helped to also
launch the careers of his
collaborators, renowned
musicians Michael and
Randy Brecker and Billy
Cobham. His life-long affiliation with music and musicians was celebrated in
2010 when he returned to
Woodstock, New York, for
the 40-year anniversary reunion performances with
the original “Children of
God” artists including Don
Moore, Jerry Moore and
Gil Herring.
A Celebration of Life
ceremony for Rev. Edward
V. Leftwich , Jr. will be held
in mid-July at the Rock of
Jesus Missionary Baptist
Church in St. Petersburg,
on a date and time soon to
be announced. His remains
will be cremated and received by his wife and children.

Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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COMMUNITY NEWS
AIB celebrates one year of service
ST. PETERSBURG –
The sun was out in full
force along with the community to celebrate the first
anniversary of American
Institute of Beauty’s St. Petersburg campus. Located
at 2800 34th St. N., the cam-

pus was overrun by children munching on hotdogs, patrons spending
only $1 for haircuts and
beautiful women getting
free manicures.
“We are excited that our
campus has been here a

year. We think that our vision of changing lives in St.
Petersburg is happening. It
is about the students and us
giving them an opportunity
to make a difference,” said
co-owner and President
Michael Halmon, Sr.

Gibbs Class of 1968 scholarship
awards

Photograph courtesy of George ‘Pop’ Lancaster

BY VALERIE B.
WILLIAMS

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Gibbs Class of 1968,
Inc. was honored to present scholarships to eight
deserving high school
seniors who have committed to seeking their undergraduate degrees.
The students were selected from local high
schools. Kaleb Ash, Khalil
Ware,
and
Lauren
Williams were chosen
from Gibbs High School.
Sarah Brown and Lamonte
Monroe from Boca Ciega
High School, Mia Butler
from Lakewood High
School, Aurelia from
Northeast High School
and from Tarpon Springs
High
School,
Jyaira
Moore.
Over 80 people shared
in the Scholarship Awards
Program which was held
at the Enoch D. Davis
Community Center on
Tues., May 28. Family and

friends along with the
Gibbs Class of 1968 Board
of Directors and members
were all in attendance to
celebrate with the honorees and their parents.
During the program,
each scholarship recipient
communicated their undergraduate aspirations
and received an award in
the amount of $500.00.
The recipients were encouraged to do their best
in college and to become a
contributing member of
society.
The program featured
Barbara J. Stockton reciting a poem, which she
learned in elementary
school, ‘Myself’ by Edgar
Albert Guest. The poem
challenged the graduates
to live a productive life that
would make them proud of
themselves.
Another portion of the
program encouraged the
graduates to “take note” of
events that could impact
their lives as members of

the Gibbs Class of 1968,
Inc. and parents offered
words of wisdom.
Highlighting the program was the reading of
the biography and future
aspirations of each of the
graduates.
Over the past 35 years,
the class has presented
scholarship awards to
high school graduates.
Originally seniors had to
be graduates of Gibbs
High School, however that
ruling was changed several years ago and now
awards are based on the
senior’s grades, personal
references and with board
recommendation.
Scholarship awards are
funded by The Class Holiday Extravaganza and applications are accepted
each spring for consideration. The Class is a nonprofit organization whose
motto is: “To Whom Much
is Given, Much is Required.”

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 2013

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
WBTT to Perform at National Black
Theatre Festival
SARASOTA — The
Westcoast Black Theatre
Troupe (WBTT) is very
pleased to announce that it
has been invited to perform
its original musical revue
“Soul Crooners” at the 2013
National Black Theatre Festival (NBTF) in WinstonSalem, N.C.
The biennial Festival
will be held this summer
from July 29-Aug 3. “Soul
Crooners” will be performed four times: twice
Fri., Aug 2 and twice Sat.,
Aug 3. This is the first time
a WBTT production has
been invited to perform, although Artistic Director
Nate Jacobs has presented
“Aunt Rudele” at the festival
to great acclaim.
“What a great honor and
opportunity this is for
WBTT,” Jacobs explained.
“The NBTF is the most important
gathering
of
African-American actors, directors, producers and others interested and involved
in the entertainment industry. To have the opportunity
to present one of our original works at NBTF is very
exciting and we are thrilled
to be a part of the programming.”
The NBTF was founded
in 1989 by Larry Leon Hamlin to unite black theater
companies and ensure their
survival. Dr. Maya Angelou
served as the festival’s first
chairperson. That first year
the festival offered 30 performances by 17 companies
and attracted national and
international media.
The New York Times
called it “one of the most
historic and culturally significant events in the history of black theater and
American theater in general.” Over 10,000 people attended the inaugural
festival. Now in its 22nd
year, NBTF attracts more
than 65,000 people during
its six days.
WBTT will be among
only 35 black theater com-

panies from across the
country selected for this
impressive and important
event.
“Soul Crooners” was
first presented to Sarasota
audiences in the early
years of the Troupe. In the
summer of 2011, it opened
the summer season in the
Troupe’s official home theater. The musical adaptation ran for only 12
performances but was
such a hit it was brought
back for another week in
October of that year in
order to accommodate all
the people who were unable to get tickets during
the summer.
Consequently, a second
version, “Soul Crooners 2,”
was developed as part of
the 2013 season of shows.
Both productions have
been performed in Detmold, Germany. “Soul
Crooners” is a celebration
of the music that ushered
in a new era of soul during
the 1970s. The music was
known for combining lush
orchestrations with great
vocalists who could sing
unforgettable melodies and
harmonies. The show features over 40 hits sung by
an all-male ensemble.
Among the featured songs
are hits from artists that
embodied this feel-good
music, including The Stylistics, The Commodores, The
O’Jays, Smokey Robinso,
and Stevie Wonder.
“WBTT will be in the
spotlight, along with black
theater companies from
much larger regions, including New York City, Atlanta, Chicago and San
Francisco,” said Jacobs.
“We’re ready to introduce
WBTT on this renowned
national platform, to let the
black theater world know
about WBTT, and give them
a little taste of what we are
doing in Sarasota, Florida.”
WBTT was founded in
December 1999, by local
actor, singer, director and

playwright Nate Jacobs. It is
the only professional black
theater
company
on
Florida’s West Coast. They
have produced many productions locally and around
the state of Florida, and
gained a reputation for high
quality, thought-provoking
and entertaining performances.
Since its inception,
WBTT has mentored and
inspired many AfricanAmerican youth through
participation in the company’s productions. Many
aspiring professional artists,
trained with WBTT, have
gone on to work with national and regional companies The company has
provided a springboard for
many careers including Apphia Campbell, most recently starring in her

Remembering a Ska great
BY ZAK MUTSACH
AMANDLA TUNESMITH

one-woman show “Black is
the Color of My Voice” and
Teresa Stanley, a featured
cast member on Broadway
in “The Color Purple” and
presently starring in “Rock
of Ages.”
The two youngest
Troupe
members,
teenagers Chris and Alyssa
White, have reached national acclaim. Eisenberg
making the top 48 on
“America’s Got Talent” and
White being selected to perform in the Harlem Apollo
Theater’s Best of the Best
show in 2011.
For more information
on WBTT, visit the website
at www.wbttsrq.org, follow
on Facebook or call 941-3661505.

If one were to write about
the Ska music scene in the
Tampa Bay area, one band
would prominently stand out.
The band is Magadog.
Formed in the late 1980s,
the outfit is still going strong
and entertaining patrons in
various restaurants, bars and
other assortments of public
gatherings across the Bay
area.
Undoubtedly, it’s no easy
feat to maintain a band for
over 20 years without it undergoing some kind of metamorphosis. Some of the
changes would be by design
and others by the inevitable
hands of nature, that sometimes bedevil us mortals
from time to time.
It is the later change that
struck a devastating blow to
Magadog Jim Pedigo, one of
the original members, an accomplished instrumentalist,
and a crooner of repute, succumbed to cancer in April of
this year. Since then, friends,
musicians and Ska fans have
been working on an event
that would bring them together to remember and pay
homage to this great departed comrade.
This Sat., June 22, 10
bands from the Bay area will
converge at Skippers Smoke
House, 910 Skipper Rd.,
Tampa to do just that. With
this many bands, there
should be a taste for all and
sundry. One of the bands will
be playing World Beat Music
that few in the bay area have
ever heard of. The Music is
called Soukous, and the band
is called Amandla Tunesmith.
Magdog fans and friends
have an endearing reverence
to Skippers Smoke House
restaurant. In fact, one of the
band members got married
on the stage, and Amandla
had the enviable distinction of
being the “wedding band,” no
pun intended. Amandla Tunesmith is an area favorite for
Soukous music, which is a
modern type of music that

one would hear across Africa.
But Bay area music lovers
have been dancing to this
music as long as they have
been to Magadog’s brand of
Ska.
This leads me to my most
memorable moment with Jim
Pedigo.
In the spring of 2006, the
two bands had been chosen
to play at a pool party on the
USF campus in St. Petersburg. Amandla was to start at
6 p.m., but by 6:20 p.m. the
band had not yet started playing, and the event organizer
was getting restless; not to
mention the crowd. Amandla
was waiting for their bass
player who, by the way was
graduating on the same day at
the Tampa campus.
To make a long story
short, Jim volunteered to play
bass on his keyboard, hoping
that the bass player would
drop in at any moment. Keep
in mind that he had never
played this kind of music before. Here is where Mr.
Pedigo’s musical talent and
acumen was in full display before a crowd that was already
mesmerized. He had never
played Soukous before, but
what unfolded before my eyes
was nothing short of a miracle. Dexterously picking the
right notes to strike on his
keyboard, party attendees
had no way of telling if Jim belonged to the two bands.
Such was his talent and
ability, to blend seamlessly regardless of the type of music
he was playing – a quintessential musician. He will deeply
be missed. May the almighty
rest his soul in peace.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Apathy towards HIV: The silent killer in the black community
BY TRACY L. DARITY
Contributor

Stand in a room of people
and count them one to five.
Now imagine that every fifth
person was HIV positive and
didn’t know it. Imagine that
you were a fifth person.
Well, according to the
Center for Disease Control
(CDC) this scenario is a bigger possibility than many
people are willing to accept.
According to statistics, one in
five Americans infected by
HIV does not know it because they have never been
tested. If you are black, there
is a greater chance that you
are the one in five.
Statistics for HIV infections in America are overwhelming. There are 1.2
million Americans estimated
to be living with HIV and
roughly 44 percent of all new
infections are black, although we only comprise of
14 percent of the population.
Even more startling, the
CDC estimates that one of
every 16 black men and one
of every 32 black women will
be diagnosed with HIV, the
virus that causes AIDS, at
some point in their life.
Still don’t think the issue
is serious? Earlier this year
the NAACP released “The
Black Church & HIV: The
Social Justice Imperative,” an
initiative to address the impact of HIV in the black community. It took one year, 11
cities and 250 faith leaders
covering a multitude of denominations to compile the

data for this huge undertaking. The call to action is to
encourage faith leaders in
black communities around
the country to engage in HIV
advocacy.
According to the study,
which can be found at
www.theblackchurchandhiv.org, “If black America
were its own country, it
would rank 16th in the world
in the number of people with
HIV.”
Wed., June 26, Reverend
Louis M. Murphy, Sr., Senior
Pastor of Mt. Zion Progressive M.B.C., and the Mt. Zion
Health & Wellness Ministry
will partner with AIDS Service Association of Pinellas
(ASAP) to present “Ignorance to HIV is NOT Holy,”
an open mic discussion on
HIV and the silence in the
black church and community.
Free “confidential” HIV
testing will be available from
5-8 p.m. The forum will kickoff at 6 p.m. with praise and
worship and a prayer for
compassion, followed by
break-out sessions for adults
and youth ages 13 -18.
The forum is set to coincide with the 9th Annual National HIV Testing Day on
June 27, which encourages
individuals to get tested and
take control if they are HIV
positive. Like many of the national awareness days
throughout the year, health
organizations strive to keep
the focus on HIV and how it
impacts various segments of
the population.

The idea for the forum
was conceived by Rev. Murphy upon learning of the disparity of infections in the
black community.
“I believe that education
will help prevent the infection
and spread of the disease. I
am alarmed at the percentage of new cases in the black
community especially among
the youth,” admitted Murphy, who has been Senior
Pastor at Mt. Zion for 14
years.
On the topic of youth,
Murphy cringes. In the latest
studies the CDC reports that
in 2009, young blacks accounted for 65 percent of diagnoses of HIV infection
reported among persons
aged 13–24 years. With the
growing number of youth
being infected, education is
key to reducing these numbers.
On April 10 of this year,
the first annual National
Youth HIV/AIDS Awareness
Day was observed throughout most of the country.
Event locator maps had only
two major awareness events
recorded for Florida, which
is dismal when you consider
Florida is third in the nation
for HIV diagnoses according
to the CDC 2011 HIV Surveillance Report.
Having a forum that will
not only speak to adults, but
also youth is vital according
to Murphy who prays that
after attending the forum,
“People would be more informed, get tested and take
more precautions.”

Getting the
Best of You
By Dee Mortellaro
When I chose the title for my
first blog, “Getting the Best of
Food,” I envisioned a mental warfare. In a struggle, the person who
overcomes their enemy is said to
have “gotten the best of them.” Of
course the double meaning is also
to get the best qualities food has to
offer.
Back to warfare. I work five
days a week from morning until
5:00 p.m. My breakfast, lunch and
daytime snacks are perfectly
healthy and I stick to the plan but
dinner and post-dinner decisions
often take a turn for the worse and
I think I know why.
At the end of the workday, we’re
run down, worn out and hungry.
One of my strategies is always to
have healthy food on hand and to
eat something before you are fam-

ished. But there is also a little bit of
brainwashing necessary to keep
yourself from caving into cravings
for junk food and comfort classics.
Here’s a normal weeknight example (after I’ve eaten fruits and
veggies all day): 5:05 pm driving
home, thinking about dinner options and my brain starts to recite
all of the foods that make me joyful
– chicken wings, pizza, potato
skins, tacos… As I continue to drive
home, the list is on a mental merrygo-round and it just keeps repeating
incessantly in my head.
So what happens when you tell
your brain “I can’t have that
brownie, I can’t have that brownie,
I can’t have that brownie?” There is
only one thing on your mind for
food and guess what it is – the
brownie!

Hosting a forum on HIV
in a church setting could not
have been an easy decision,
but when you consider the
complexity of the statistics
released by the CDC it raises
the question, “why not?”
“Primarily, I believe that
the black church is silent on
the issue because they believe in abstinence unless
you are married. And, sex
outside of marriage, between
a man and a woman, is sin.
Therefore, to talk about prevention would be premeditation to sin. Most Christians
believe that the church is
holy and righteous and it
should be, it is not the place
to cover, condone or protect
sin. Therefore they struggle
with talking about prevention
other than abstinence,” Murphy said when asked of his
thoughts on the church’s responsibility to address the
issue.
It is no secret that if you
visit a church, particularly a
black church, on Sunday
morning, the congregation
would be highly comprised
of women parishioners. Now
take into account that most
new HIV infections in black
men, 73 percent, occur in
men who have sex with other
men, whereas 85 percent of
black women acquire the disease through heterosexual
sex. It definitely raises a puzzling question, and one that
needs to be discussed.
Many believe that the
black church, despite its beliefs, has a moral obligation
to acknowledge the serious-

ness of HIV/AIDS in the
black community. Rev. Murphy is in that number.
When asked if he believes the church can make a
difference he replied, “Yes I
do. However, it’s going to
take the pastors to do it. We
are the leaders and we need
to be educated and teach our
congregants on the subject
matter and dispel the myth
that to protect oneself is promoting sexual immorality.”
The Ignorance to HIV is
not Holy forum is a step in
the right direction where
churches are concerned. According to Senior Pastor of
Kingdom Bible Christian
Church and Aids Service Association of Pinellas (ASAP)
HIV Advocate Ayakao
Watkins, one in 46 blacks are
living with full-blown AIDS.
“If a church has 500
members there is a possibility that there are about 10
members within the congregation with the disease,” said

Retrain your brain
WeeklyChallengerWellness@gmail.com
In the same way that you set up
a plan to have easily accessible
healthy food around, we all need to
also retrain our brains to consider
better choices before the disaster
hits. Before the drive home and before hunger pains set in, start to recall
how
amazing
fresh
strawberries taste, or how flavorful
grilled asparagus is with a touch of
Parmesan cheese. Whenever possible, have your dinner prepared or
at least planned the night before.
One trick I have learned is start dinner for the next night as I’m clearing the table and washing dishes.
This way I come home and finish
cooking dinner that was started the
previous night, eat and then start
the first half of tomorrow’s dinner.
It works really well.
To keep things simple, you can

also come up with a short list of
standard dinners that you know
how to make simply, that fit your
daily caloric goals. For me, this is
usually fish every other night, alternated with chicken. One night is
vegetarian and one night is lean
beef or pork. Skip the starches unless it’s whole grain and double up
on the vegetables. Salads compliment dinner very well too. Save
calories with homemade dressing
from blended berries, pears or apples, vinegar, mustard and a small
bit of olive oil. Shake it with your lettuce so that a little goes a long way.
Don’t forget that this is a battle,
truly. And that you can and will win
it, and you’ll feel amazing for overcoming the challenge. Read more
on the blog www.wellnesschallenge2013.com.

Watkins who sees first hand
everyday what is happening
in the black community of St.
Petersburg.
ASAP will have HIV
counselors on hand to conduct free and confidential
HIV testing from 5-8 p.m.
Gift certificates will be given
to everyone who takes an
HIV test.
Pastor Watkins will serve
as the facilitator for the
evening. Attendees will be
uplifted, inspired and educated, as well as have an opportunity to be engaged in
the forum through an open
mic discussion with individuals whose lives have been impacted by HIV.
For more information on
the forum visit www.mzprogressive.org, or call the
church office at 727-8944311. For information on
HIV/AIDS and testing visit
http://www.asapservices.or
g, or call Ayakao Watkins at
727-328-5520.

Hair
It Iz

Hair Salon

$3.00 OFF
Black Soap
1-855-HARITIZ
(1-855-427-4849)
hairitizsalon.com
Good 6/1/13
thru 9/30/13

Shear
Hospitality
$95 Sew In
w/ FREE
Toe Polish
3500 5th Ave. N.,
Suite A
727-768-1292
Good 6/1/13
thru 9/30/13
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family










  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 


 







 

Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.



















  
  
     
   
 



  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  












Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  


Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 




 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 

 



   

 
 
  
 
 
  



   
    
   
  


THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community
at large, its wish that there would
be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Coming in June
June 23 - St. Mark Celebration
of 2013 High School and College
Graduates during morning worship at 10:45 a.m.
June 24 - PIZZA Ministry, 6-8
p.m.

June 24-28 - National Baptist
Convention in Louisville, KY
June 26-29 - Congress No. 2
Hosted by St. John First Baptist
Church in Palmetto, Fla.
Coming in July
July 15-19 - Vacation Bible
School - Theme: Jesus Family Reunion. Bring the Family together
in the unity of Jesus Christ for the
best reunion yet! As for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord:
Joshua 24:15. More information
coming.
July 22-26 - The State Youth
Convention will be held in Daytona Beach.
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
and the general public are invited
to come out study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday
at 6 p.m. Children in the community
are
welcomed
to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday
seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7.

Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
“Celebrating 85 years of service in His name!”
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but
also throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Sun., June 23 - Baby Dedication Sunday
Wed., June 26 - “Ignorance to
HIV is NOT Holy” Open Mic
Discussion on HIV/AIDS in the
Black Community and the
church’s responsibility. Free
“CONFIDENTIAL” HIV testing
provided by ASAP. Program
starts at 6 p.m.
Sat., June 29 - One-80 Teen
Ministry will host “College Prep
101” The Princeton Review Free
SAT/ACT Preperation Workshop. FMI: Please contact Kathie
Lewis 727-894-4311.
Sun., June 30 – Family &

Friends Day! Mt. Zion members
invite your family and friends to
worship with us as we continue
our 8th Anniversary Celebration.
Sun., June 30 - Right-Hand of
Fellowship Service. If you joined
Mt. Zion as of January 1, 2013
and have completed New Member’s Orientation, please plan to
attend a reception in your honor,
following the 10 a.m. service.
Young Adult Bible Study
every Tuesday at 7 p.m. in the
Youth Chapel.
Third Thursday of the
month – Men’s Unity Ministry –
Calling all Men. The Men’s Ministry invite you to come out on
the third Thursday of each
month for their unity fellowship
and study of “What a Man of God
Should Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts - Now meeting
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each
month 7 p.m., CARE building,
1906 9th Ave. S., For more infor-

mation contact Min. Keith Murphy at 727-289-6057.
One-80 Teen Ministry will
host “College Prep 101” Parents
and Teens if college is in your future please join College Prep
101, held the 1st & 3rd Tuesday’s of each month in the Youth
Fellowship Hall 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE.
Visit our BRAND NEW website
and let’s get connected today!
www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information
on any of these announcements,
please contact the church office.
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg. 727894-4311, email: info@mzprogressive.org.

Friendship MBC
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church”
2013 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Sept. 19 – 21: Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
Senior Fellowship Ministry
whole heartedly invites you to
join us for The Savannah
Friendship Tour to Savannah,
Georgia.
The tour includes transportation arrival and departure,

3 days, 2 nights stay at a Three
Star Hotel, continental breakfasts, tour, shopping, buffet dinner at Paula Deen’s, one
breakfast and one lunch.
Be sure to register for this
great event as seating is limited. Make your early reservation now for guaranteed
accommodations. For questions or any other information,
please feel free to call Sister
Gloria Peelar, 727.864.4438 or
Sister
Valerie
Williams,
727.224.9930.
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friend-

ship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ worship experiences are 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday Church
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Join us each Wednesday
for Noonday Bible Study or
each Wednesday night at 7 as
we study in the book of Mark Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
33712. Our telephone number:
727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

Visible Voices Christian Community Association

Pray or be preyed upon
*An excerpt from Pastor Edwards’ Book ‘Pray or be Preyed
Upon’.
Everyone can be had! Everyone
conceived in the matrix of an earthly
woman reasoning have been indoctrinated by the world’s system of justifying and solidifying personal
conclusions. In return, bad choices
are made. Our lives become filled
with troubles we can’t control.
Therein lies the problem. When one
can’t face the reality that what they
think, feel or want may be irrelevant
to the will and purpose God has ordained for them, they will be preyed
upon/be had. If not, perhaps you
with your religious self may be the
marauder. However, there’s a means
of escape; your acceptance of the finished work of Jesus on that old
rugged cross. Only then will you become dead to self-aggrandizement
and alive in Christ. Those who experienced it call it being ‘born again.’
Becoming a new creation, all those
rotten decisions made then and
even sometimes now lost its power
to intimidate, stain our conscience
with guilt or hold us hostage to its
presence, penalty of sin and death.
Satan has no legal right to lord over
us or use people or circumstances to
prey upon us. However, he will if
you allow him to seduce your
thoughts, play your emotions, redirect your desires and fill you with
self deception. As a person thinks,
they will become. Oh yea! We all can
be had. Therefore, we must be
watchful as well as prayerful.
What exactly is praying effectively to prevent being preyed upon?
I’m glad you asked. First and foremost Jesus made it clear His Father
is our Father. Praying is simply talking with our Father God. Not to
Santa Claus or a waiter but to God
Almighty. He expects us to come to
him confident that He knows best.
Never flaunt yourself sanctimoniously with a proud heart and a
sense of entitlement. That even
turns most people off. Always remember we are saved and maintained by His amazing [favors]
GRACE. Therefore, humble yourself in the sight of God and people.
God is LOVE. He knows our imaginations before they become

thoughts and verbiage. He’s an awesome God! The rules of engagement
of talking with God applies also to
how we communicate properly with
each other. We reveal a lot about our
hidden self by how we dialogue with
each other. Praying/talking with
God requires us to also approach
him with a teachable heart of a student/disciple to learn from Him.
Acknowledge God with honor
and praise according to who He has
told us He is and not what you want
from Him. God is Spirit, God is
Truth and God is Holy. Acknowledge or Ask God what He wants
from you – then just do it. As the end
of His purpose for us has already
been established before we were
born.
Be assured He may test us but
He will never lead us into temptation. We do that quite well by ourselves manifesting moral sins of the
flesh, temperamental sins of disposition, ethical sins of conduct, spiritual sins of pride, social sins of
bigotry and prejudice. If you find
yourself there, confess them. Drop
them like they’re hot and run back
into the loving arms of our LORD.
Many have an idea that if we don’t
do those things then we’re all right.
But notice what God says: “The
greatest sin is, the sin of all sins, believe it or not it’s none of those, but
it is the sin of omission. Failing to do
what you ought to do, than doing
what you ought not to do.” [James
4:17]
Do you pray? Are you listening to
God? God told us to pray, to witness,
to give, to reconcile. The way we
pray/talk with God is listen, listen,
listen. Imagine being in a very dark
room. How are you going to get the
darkness out? Claim it’s out? Sweep
it out? Shovel it out? Of course not!
Getting the darkness out is so simple. Just let the light in. Open the
doors, windows, or flip the switch,
and when the light comes, the darkness must go. You cannot walk into
any room and turn on the dark, as
long as the light is there. But, you
can walk into any room and turn on
the light while the darkness is there.
Jesus is the LIGHT of the world - receive His way and the darkness
must flee.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Twenty-six years of service
From RETIRE, page 1

Air Force last Fri., June, 14
at MacDill Air Force Base
in Tampa.
Retiring from the position of interim Security
Forces Manager for the
14th Security Forces
Squadron, Columbus Air
Base Mississippi, Spears
stood proudly in front of
her colleagues, family and
well wishers in full regalia
and gave her retirement
speech.
Later that evening, family and friends gathered for
a more intimate retirement
celebration at the Marina
Cove Resort, located at
6800 Sunshine Skyway
Lane, St. Petersburg. Family as far off as Atlanta flew
in the occasion.
In a room full of loved
ones, Spears explained
why she retired at such as
young age.
“It has been a journey,
but it has been a journey
that has been well served.
I did the best I could do; I
did all I could do. When it
was time for me to be Mrs.
Spears and when it was
time for me to spend more
time with my family, that’s
when I decided to part
ways with the air force. But
I will always bleed blue. I
will always be an air force
member,” she said.
Born and raised in St.
Petersburg, Spears graduated in 1981 from Gibbs
High School. She earned
an Associates Degree in
Science from Seminole
Community College and a
Bachelor’s of Science in
Business
Management
from National-Louis University.
Determined to make a
positive contribution to society, Spears enlisted in the
United States Air Force on
Nov. 25, 1987. After completing basic training and
security police technical

training at Lackland AFB,
Texas in March, 1988, she
attended and graduated
from Air Base Ground Defense in Ft. Dix New Jersey.
Spears received her
first assignment in 1988 to
the 15th Air Base Security
Police
Squadron
in
Wheeler Air Force Base,
Hawaii, where she served
as Entry Controller, Alarm
Response Team Member
and Security Response
Team Leader.
So began her illustrious
career where she served in
many positions. Among
them include Area Supervisor and Mobile Fire
Team Leader at Osan Air
Base, Republic of Korea,
Correctional Custody Supervisor, the first female to
fly Presidential support
and became an ASNCO
(Aircraft Security NonCommissioned Officer);
Special Missions Flight Attendant for Presidential
Support and superintendent of Logistics Al Dhafra
Air Base, Abu Dhabi,
Dubai to name just a few.
Her military awards include the Meritorious
Service Medal with four
oak leaf clusters, the Aerial
Achievement Medal, the
Air Force Commendation
Medal with two oak leaf
clusters and the Air Force
Achievement Medal with
three oak leaf clusters.
Spears is very fortunate to have a loving husband, retired Master
Sergeant Fire Fighter, Anthony Spears, and such a
large family to support her
in all of her endeavors. She
gladly proclaims that her
mother is her biggest fan.
Congratulations Senior
Master Sergeant Veronica
F. Spears, and thanks for
your years of unwavering
service to our country.

Pastor Eugene Huff God bless you
and may heaven
smile upon you.

Julia Latimore –
You are a woman of
God, and I wish you
much success as you
continue your journey
because retirement is
just the beginning.

Shirlean Jones – I am extremely proud of all your
accomplishments. You are a phenomenal woman and
a true example to male and female service members.

Roy and Shirley Mack –
Congratulations, and we are
very proud of you.

Lawanda Williams – You have been so awe-inspiring and
so encouraging to me and my life.

Yveonne and Larry Wheeler –
Congratulations, and may
you continue in life doing
whatever God wants
you to do.

Doing the Wobble.

The Witcherd family showed up and out for Veronica’s retirement.

Alice Middleton - Congratulations, and I hope
everything continues to go well with you and your family.
Ella Haynes - Congratulation, keep on keeping
on in Jesus’ name and don’t let anybody stop you.

Juanita Gray –
May God bless you and
continue to keep the
faith no matter what.

Jamelle Dennis –
Congratulations!
It’s a blessing that you
were able to serve
your country for 26
years.

Annie Conley –
I love you and
happy retirement.

Marion Church I wish you and your
husband well on both of
your retirements. Love
each other, depend on
God and have faith.

